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THE 


PREFACE | 


T © wot uſual to ſend ſingle Sermons abroad; without the Recommens- 
dation of a publick Command ; nex is it » nec ro pn 
rizge, whieh was the Occaſion of the {ollothing Sermon. 
is no Law nor Reaſon ta binder the one; (o it wel that 
been formerly done, and fill our Liturgy ſupptſes it ny 
fo 


+ aoxe: For the Exhartation after Marriage, is appointed to be uſed only in 
caſe there ſhould be no Sermon on the Subjef?. 

Having obtain'd from the moſt Venerable Burgomafters of Amiterdan, 
amongſt other Privileges, that of Marrying according to the Manner pre- 
ſeribed by our Church y, I judged my ſelf obliged to preach on the firſt occa« 
ſoon of doing ſo, Here is the Diſcourſe I then had, and I yield to the defire 
of publiſhing it, for the ſame Reaſons I firſt preach'd it ; that I may give 
my ſmall help towards retrievinz the Hondiur of Marriage, which hat been 
ſo often burleſqu'd, and run down by the Licenciouſneſs of the Stage. The 
{mpious Railleries and profane Witticiſms which have bery uttered about 
this matter, are regardtd as Matims of undoubted Truth; thoſe ave laugh- 
ed at who make Marriage their Choice, as they are pity'd who are under 
any neceſſity of engaging into it, 

This Mockery and Contempt of Marriage, s it is mot prejudicial to the 
Civil State ; ſo it has contributed wery much to the growth of Atheiſm : 
for it has encouraged thoſe unlawful Liberties, which ave taken both in 
and without Wedlock, which cannot be defended otherwiſe than by denying 
4 God, or the Authority of Sacred Scripture, When Men arebyaſi'd, weak 
Arguments prevail, and any thing is readily receivsd which flatters their 
Luft; and vicious Inclinations, Debauchers think it their Intereſt that 
there be no God, that Religion be diſcardsd, and ſo are eaſily drawn to 
dexy and difown them, And for this cawſe it is neceſſary, as to maintain 
the Foundation of Religion, ſo to vindicate its holy Inflitutions from the 
blaſphemous Afſperfons caſt upon them , which beget a Prejudice Foth agatnft 
them and all Rel:gion in general; 1 have wt that Opinion of myſelf, or 
of my performances, as to think that they alone can ſtop the Mouths of Gain- 
layers : Fenly defire to few my Good will, —and offer my Endeavours. It 
is not abſolutely neceſſary that all of an Army be Heroes, a Viftory may be, 
and is often forwarded by mity who calnot protend to that Charatter, 1 , . 
ve not ſaid all that might ; but what 1: ſaid, is certain and evident : A 
Yer 1 ſhould not be ſurpris'd if the Truth of it be not admitted , nay, if 
many entertain our Attempts with Scornm, The Corruption of this Age is 
Foo deeply rooted, to be plucked up at the very firſe : But, Whether they 
will hear, or whether chey forbear, they ſhoold know, rhat there haver , , 
tu?c bee Prophecsamong they V8. | 
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ARRIAGE being Common 'and Ordumnary, 

Diſcourſe abour 'it maybe thought needleſs, and 

ro-ſome unpleaſing ; but I do judge it neither 

needleſs nor improper. For it fares with Marriage 

as with moſt things common and ordinary, that tho*in them- 

ſelves very valuable, yer they are but little regarded; fo 

that the Generality are not ſenſible of the Good of them, 

nor yet ſuitably thankful for the Benefit of them. Where- 

fore I ſhall lay hold on the preſent Occaſion to diſcourſe of 

this Subjet, which however common and ordinary, I believe 

not well underſtood ; the Dignity and Importance of which 
are ſet forth in the words of St. Paul I have now read. 

In the Original, it is only Marriage honour able in, with or 
among all : ſo that ſomething muſt be ſupply'd ro make the 
Senſe clear and perfe&t, wherefore ſome render it by way of 

 _ in Affirmative Propoſition, as in our Tranſlation, whereby 
the Dignity of Marriage is aſſerted ; others turn it into a Pre» 
cept, requiring all ro hold Matrimony honourable, as if it 
ſhould be, Let Marriage be bonourable. : 

Ic is not material whether it be taken the one or the other 

way; for ifitbe a Duty to hold Marriage honourable, then 
it 1s fo, becauſe its in it felf honourable ; and if marriage 

be by Nature, or by Virtue of irs Ends and Uſes honoura- 

ble, then it is the Nury of all ro honour it, and ro have itin 

_ _ great Efteem : So whether the Text be an Affirmative Props- 
Gtion or a Precepr, it eſtabliſheth the Dignity and Impor- 
rance of Marriage ; for whatever is or ſhould be eſteem'd ho- 
nourable, muſt be ſuppos'd excellent in its Nature, and im- 
portant if its Effects and Conſequences, In handling this 

* tndtter, © fhall do Two Things: Firſt, I ſball givs ſome 

A 


Reaſons 


t » 
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Reaſons why Marriage ay be had in great Honour and 
Eſteem. . Secondly, | ſhall ſhew what is incumbent on thoſe 
who enter into this ſtate of Life, that they may reap the Good, 
Benehr, and Comfort of it. 
I. Firſt, Of the Reaſons why Marriage ſhould be had iti 


great Honour and Eſteem.. ' To mention all; atid co enlarge . | 


upon them, would take up too much time ; therefore [ ſhall 
only name fome. And firſt, Marriage ſhould be held ho- 
nourable, becauſe it is an ancient and univerfal Cuſtom, Aa- 


tiquity is venerable, .and it 1s both juſt and uſual, roregard = 


with Veneration thoſe Things that are of long ſtanding. In- 
deed Time doth not change-the Nature of Things, nor can 
it make that which is evil ever to be good ; but both good 
and innocent Things are deſervedly more reſpeCted, as they 
are the older : Now marriage 1s as ancient as any thing can 
be. 'Twas from the beginning, and commenc'd with Man- 
kind it ſelf, If rhe Calculation of fome may be believ'd, 
Man was married on the very day he was made, and when 
he was but ſome few hours old : And what was fo early be- 


gun, has ever ſince continued, Whitherfoever Men Tranf- | 


potted themſelves, they carried the Cuſtom ; fo that there 
never was any Nation or People which did aor obſerve ir. 


The moſt Barbarous do not live like Beaſts promiſcuouſly ;. 
and even where unlawful Liberties were common and allow- 


ed, yer Marriage was preferr'd, and accounted honourable, 
Where-ever Knowledge, Policy and good Government took 
place, and were cultivated, Marriage was diſtinguſh'd with 
pafticular marks of Honour, Among the Romans; married 


Perſons had divers Privileges above others, until the days of | 


Conſtentine, who aboliſh'd thoſe Laws, to gratihe ſome who 
berook themſelves to a Celibate State, from a miſtaken No- 
tion which then prevail'd, that it was more proper for the 


Exerciſe of Religion, which was the Beginning of that Cor- _ 


fuption and Apoſtacy, foretold by the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. iv. 1. 
The Lacedemonians held marriage fo proper and neceſſary, 
and them who deſpis'd it fo unreaſonable and dangerous, that 
they zppointed z Fine both for thera who married not at all, 


2nd for them who' were late or long, a marrying. How ho« 
nourable 


» 
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' one Fl.ſh, tor an Example to others that fhuuld fo 
commanded and. ordained them to multiply and bring forth 
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F 
nourable Marriage was, is evident from the Solemnities eye+ 
ry where uſed at the entring into uit ; for this was and is a 
publick Declaration that it was an honourable Stare, and that 
they were worthy of Honour who enter'd into it, Hence 
came the Saying, That every one bad Three Days of chief 
Honour ; the Day of one's Birth, the Day of Marriage, and 


the Day of Death or Burying. 


2. Bur, Secondly : Chriſtians have a better Precedent for 
honouring Marriage, than the Example of Men and Na- 


' tions. We have the Example of Chriſt, the Eternal Son of 


God, whoſe Example outweighs the Authority and Practice 
of all others in the World. Indeed he Himſelf did not mar- 


» Ty, nor could He, becauſe a marriage with any fingle Per- 


ſon .on Earth could net ſuit with his Dignity, nor the end 
of his Coming to the Warld : But he would be born of a Wc+ 
man, join'd in lawful Wedlock ; and He gave the firſt Ma- 
nifeſtation of his Glory at a marriage in Cana of Galilze, where 
he turned Water into Wine ; not for the ſimple Oftentation 
of his own Power, but alſo to contribute to that innocent 


* Joy, which was fiitable to that Occafion, This He would 


not have done, if marriage was either unlawful or trivial, and 
not worthy of alt Honour. And as his ſhewing Himſelf thus 
firſt at a Marriage, was not Accidental or Occaſional, bug 


* Choice; ſo he choſe todo it, that he might ſer forth the Ho» 


nourableneſs of this State ; foreſeeing that ſome falſe Spirits 
would ariſe to diſcredit and diſparage marriage : And certains 
ly, whoever ſpeak againſt ir, whoever repreſent it as unlawful, 
or as mean and unbecoming a good or wife Man, or the aim 


_ or ſtudyof Perte&tion ; I ſay, whoever do fo, do thereby ſhew 


that they are not of God. For, 
23. Thirdly : Marriage is a Divine Inſtitution. God is the 
Author of it, "T'was no Invention of Man ; nor were they 


* ted intoir by Policy, Neceflity or Experience, as into many 


other common Cuſtoms, bur God himſelt from the Begin- 
ning did ordain it. He at the firſt made Man male and fe- 
wale, and joined them together, thas tbe two _—_ become 

low, He 


= 
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their Kind ; but only in the State of Wedlock, and by the 
Imiration uf that Example which he had ſer them in the firſt 
Man and Woman. lt therefore all. Divine Ordinances and In- 
ſtitutions ſhould be honoured for God's ſake, ſo ſhould mar- 
riage; nor can any ſpeak diſhonourably of ir, without blaſ- 
pheming God, and reflecting on either his Authority or Wiſ- 
dom. 

| 4. Fourthly : The time when marriage was inſtituted, adds 
to the Honour of it. This was before the Fall, in the State 
of Innocence, while Man was in his Uprightneſs, as he came 
from the Hands of God; which proves Marriage to be ſuit- 
able to the greateſt PerfeRion (and Purity of this preſens 
Life.: Ir came not as a Remedy to After-Corruption ; *twas 
not preſcribed to avoid greater Inconventencies, but the Wiſ- 
dom of God faw it agreeable to. a Paradiſe, to the pureſt and 
moſt perfe& Condition of humane Life : Therefore they talk 
falſly who make this State inconſiſtent with Religion ; and 


they are weak and ignorant Perſons, . who pretend that it 1s. 


a clog or hindrance to their Virtue and Devotion ; yea, even 


ro the PerfeRtion of them. Indeed we read of ſome, who 


when they were called to the Divine Feaſt, excuſed them- 
ſelves becauſe they were married : I have married « Wife, and. 
cannot come ; but this was only a Pretext to cover their Aver- 


fion and Unwillingneſs, for if they had valued the mercy of 


the Call, and been willing to embrace it, their marriage need- 
ed not to have hindred them, they wonld have come- and 
brought their Wives with them. Turn over the Hiſtory of 
all the Celibates from the beginning, can any be ſhewed 


more juft and upright than Noab, more conſtant in his Faith 


and Obedience than Abrabam, more holy and devout than 
Fob? and yer they, as all the other Scripture Worthies, were 
married, and ſome of them but very indifterently roo. In- 


deed there are Temptations and Incumbrances in a married ' 


State, and fo thereare in a ſingle Life. God may be ſerved 
in the one as well as the other ; and who excuſe themſelves on 
the account of either, do bur declare thatrbey have not a real 
mand to it, | | 


Finally, .. 
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Finally, Marriage ought to be held moſt honourable, for 
the important End of ir, and the good Effefts which were 
intended by ir, and which will follow thoſe who ſeek and 
ſtudy them aright, When God had finiſhed the Creation, 
He viewed all his Works, and ſaw them all-very good : Now 
Woman was included in theſe Works, therefore ſhe alſo was 
faund good, and conſequently marriage is yery good and 
uſeful; for the Woman was created tor that end. As all 
God's Warks are good, fo are all his Ordinances and loſticu- 
tions, and particularly this of Marriage. 

Therefore, faith Solomon, Whoſever find- Prov, 18. 22. 
«th a Wife, findeth a good thing, and 0b- 

raineth favour of the Lord; meaning, as he explains himſelf 
in other places, a prudent, virtuous Wife; one that deſerves 
that Honour, and anſwers the Character fuitabletoir. God 
by ordaining marriage, intended the Good both of private 
Perſons and the Publick ; becauſe it was moſt agreeable to our 
Nature, and did naturally tend to further the Happineſs of all 
in this preſent Life, Indeed marriageisa Yoke, which once 
raken on, cannot be put off till Death ; or that which is 
worſe than Death, I mean the heinous Sin and Guilt of one 
or ather of the Parties : but it is a profitable Yoke, and it 
may be made eafie too, if Perſons bave the Underſtanding ta 
uſe it aright. 

I. Fuft, Marriage bringeth great Advantage to private 
Perſons, by ſecuring them of a conſtant, intimate and fami- 
har Friend, Society and Friendſhip are the Life of Life, 
Nothing is more agreeable to our Nature, nothing more de- 
firable, It is as natural for Man to crave them, as for the 
Sparks to fly upward. Hence Ariſtotle obſerved, that what 
delighted in folitarineſs, muſt be either above or below a 
Man; that is, either a God or a Beaſt : A God, becauſe Selt- 
ſuthcient; or a Beat, without Senſe or Underſtanding, and 
{o unable ta communicate it ſelf, as inſenſible of the Benefit of 
rautual Communication : But as moſt Beaſts, except the Sav3ge 
Kind, even love to herd together ; ſo if this Philſopher had had 
that Light of Revelation which weare bleſs'd with, he would 
have found that the Godhead is nor ſolitary, though —_ 
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be one” of its Efſential Attributes. Our Religion ſhews ns | 
Three Perſons in the Godhead, which are one in Nature, and 
* intimately united both in their Counſels and in the Execution 
of them, which makes the Felicity of the Godhead equal (o che 
PerfeCtion of its Nature, both of them Incomprebehtſible and 
Infinite. The more Noble any Being 1s, the more it affcs 
Society and Fellowſhip. Becauſe God is infinitely good, He 
created other Beings to partake of Hin:felf, and by that par- 
ticipation to declare his Glory. Man was made after the Image 
* of God, and conſequently it muſt be natural ro Man to ſeek 
the Fellowſhip of others that are after his own. likeneſs. 
When God made Man an confider'd him, He ſaw 'twas nor 
good tor him to be alone, and for that cauſe proceeded to make 
Woman, to bea Help meet for Man. The Dominion of the 
World and. over all Creatures, would not have given unto 
Man full Satisfa&tion, if he had been left alone without ſuch 
a Companion. Let outward Circumſtances be never ſo good, 
there is bur half Contentment without a-Friend and Copart- 
ner. *Tis true, there is and may bea dear, a {weet and in- 
timate Friendſhip berween one Man and another, but the” - 
Pleaſure and Benefit of ſuch a Friendſhip cannot be always 
enjoy'd, Dury and [ntereſt often feparate them, . whereas 
marriage, by theſe very Ties of Duty and Intereſt, makes one 
ſure of a faithful, loving and ioleparable Friend atall Times, 
and an all Circumſtances, whether better or worſe. A Man 
muſt leave Father and Mother, and cleave to his Wife, and 
fo muſt the Wife do to her Husband. Beſides, God has ſo 
framed the Nature of Woman, and given her ſuch particular 
Endowments, as render her Converfation more grateful and 
agreeable. The Friendſhip of a Man may chance to be 
more inftrutive, and may ſometimes have the preference for 
Counſel and Advice ; bur a good Woman has more Charms 
to divert the Fancy, to eaſe the Spirir, and to alleviate the 
Mind. Ir isa true and notable Saying of the Son of Syrach, * 
Ezclef. xl. 23. A Friend and. Companion never meet amiſs ,, | 
but above both u a Wife with ber Husbhand, The Sweetoeſs | 
and Delicacy of her Temper is proper to file off that Rough- - 
neſs, which is ready to grow upon the Nature of Man. 

"""" Tow 
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Therefore commonly fingle Perſons are more moroſe and fur_ 
ly, and 'leſs converfible, than thoſe who are well married 
eſpecially if naturally peeviſh and melancholly ; for theſe! 

ow upon Men by the loneſomneſs of a fingle Life. Indeed 
an ill Woman frets the Spirit and cruſhes the Mind ; bur an 
excel'ent Wife is to her Hushand as David's Harp to Saul, ſhe 
charms away the evil Spirit of Melancholy, which is apt 
to (cize men by the Vexation of Buſineſs, the Incumbrances uf 
Afﬀairs, and the Impectinencies of the World. 

Again : Marriage is of great Advantage to private Perſons, 
becauſe of the mutual help which they give to cach other : 
God did not intend that the Woman ſhould be a Clog, or 
Burden, or lIncumbrance to a Man ; He did not ordain her 
to live idlely or ſumptuouſly on the Sweat of his Face; but he 
made her to be a Help unto him ; that is, ro be both a Com- 
panion and Afliſtant, to partake of his Labours, to bear half 
of his Burden, as well as to ſhare ot his Happineſs. He thas 
has a prudent Wife, has double the Hands, the Eyes, the 
Earsand the Feet of a fingle Perſon, He can be at Home and 
Abroad at once ; She can manage the Aﬀairs of the Houſe, 
while be is tranſaQting Buſineſs Abroad ; and fo is in a better 
way of Thriving, of promoting the end of Life, and of pro- 
viding for the Neceflities and Comforts of it. Some ma 
think that all this may be as well-done by Servants, bur a 
little Reflection on Experience ſhew it a miſtake, for though 
great Wages may make a Servant faichtul, they cannot give 
that Concernment which a Wife hath. Wheretore the wiſe 
Author [ laſt quoted, ſaith, * Blefſed is the Man that hath a 
* virtuous Wife, for the number of nis Day: ſball bedouble; A 
© virrgous Woman rejoyceth her Husband, and he ſhall fut- 
© fil the Years of his Life in peace. A good Wife is a good 
© postion, which ſhall be given 1n the portion of them that 
© fear the Lord, The Grace of a Wife delighterh her Huſ- 
© band, and her Diſcretion will fat his Bones, A filent and 
* loving Woman is 2 gift of the Lord, and there is nothing 
* ſo much worth to a mind well inſtructed, A modeſt and 
* faithful Wornan is a-double Grace, and her contingent mind 
$ cannot be valued. As the Sun when it riſeth in the high 

- 2 ny © Heaven, 
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* Heaven, fo WII Wiſe in the ordering of. her 
* Houſe. | Again be ſaith, The Beauty of a Woman chear- 
s eth the Coumtenance, anda Man loveth natbing better; it 
* there be kindneſs, meekneſs and comfort in her Tongue, 
©. then is not her Husband like orber Men. He that getteth 
© a Wife, beginneth a poſletiion, a help like unto himſelf, 
* anda pillar of Reſt. Ecole. xxvi. and xxxvii. 

Thus private Perſons have great Advantage by marriage: 
Ja the next place, the Publick receiveth no leſs Profit by it. 
For by this means Children are multiplied, arid the People 
increaſed ; which 1s the Strength, Security and Glory of a 
State. Unlawful Liberties without Wedlock, add litle ta 
the Increaſe of People; nor even .in thoſe Countries. where 
pluralities of Wives are allowed, is it common and uſual to 
have ſa many Children, as with us by one Man and one Wo- 
man. So marriage, according to ts firſt {nſticution-is more 
for the multiplication of Mankind, than any other way. 

And as it: tendeth to the Increaſe of People, which ts. for 
the good of the Publick, ſo it 1s the beſt Security of a good 
Education | to them that are born, which -is na les for the 
publick Good, If Children were not taken care of, they 
.could not live to be Men; and if they were not well edu- 
cated and train'd up to: ſome Art or Profeflion, they would 
be of little uſe whea- grown up; both which would be 
yery. much .negleted, if Children were not boru as now 
in lawful Wedlock. Women perhaps might have ſome re- 
gard to the Fruit of their Womb, bur Men would take lutle 
thought of thoſe, whom they knew not whether they were 

heir own, Burasir1s now, Parents love their Children, and 
ay themſelves our to provide for them, to educate them well, 
and to make them happy ; all which turneth to the Advan-. 
rage of the Publick. 

it was very inadvertently ſaid of a * Great Man, That 
Wives and Children were Imp:diments to great Enterpriſes of 
eicher Virtue or Miſchief, ani that the beſt Works, and of 


* Lord Bacon, in bis Eſſays. 


greateſt 


boy 
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greateſs Merit to the Pablick, were 'perforn'd by unmarried - 
or Childleſs Men ;' For 'the very contrary may be proved 
from Hiſtory, And who can be thought. more concerned 
for the Publick, than they who are to leave with ir their Dar- 
lings, and the Pledges of their Aﬀedtion > Commonly ſingle 
Perſons look no further than their own Times, but thoſe who 
are married, extend their Thoughts: and Care to Pofteruy, 
Nor are they who are married and have Children, more ob- 
' noxious to Bribery,andperverting of publick Juſtice; fora Ser- 
vant may be wegſe than a Wife, and dooften abuſe the Maſter's 
Ear more. Nor are Wife and Children a hindrance to Chari- 
table Works ; which is one pretended Reaſon why marriage 
is forbidden the Clergy in the Church 'of Rowe 3 for Cove- 
touſnefs and Selffhneſ(s prevail among them that are not mar- 
ried, *as much as with thoſe that arc. 'Fhere are as many of 
the: one as-of the other, ſtingy, narrow-ſou'd, and hard- 
hearted, both ro themſelves and others, neither given to 
good Works. \ Indeed, thoſe that have no Children ſhould 
ve more as they are+more able ; bur thofe that have Chil- 

| <a have yer a greater Obligation to be Charitable, even 
that they may ſecure a Bleffing ro their Children, which may 
and will be more fteadable, than a viſible Inheritance, which 
often {lippeth away : For, faith David, 1 have been young 
and now am old, yet bave I not fern the Righteows, that is, 
the merciful Man, forſaken, not bis Seed begging Bread ; he 
i ever mercitul and [endetb, and his Seed 3s bleſſed, Plal. 
AXXPY, 25.' Thus you fee, rhat there are a great many Rea- 
ſons, why marriage {ſhould be bonourable among all, as is 

alerted or 1njoin'd in the Text. | proceed ro 

i. The other Thing propoſed ; which i 10 ſhew, What 

1s Incumbent on thofe who enter a marrigd State, to the end. 

that they may reap the Good, Benefit and Comiort of ir. 

This 1s important and neceflary, but very little confader- 
ed; and that is the reaſon why thoſe Advantages of Mar- 
Triage are not ſo common. Marriage is not a Phyſical but a 
Moral Cauſe of them, they follow not joining of Hands ne- _ 
ceflarily, as the Fire burneth ; or as Meat noyriſheth, which 


happens 
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happens whether we think of them or not : Byt how good 
foever a married State be, the Benefit and Comfort of it de- 
pend on the wiſe Behaviour of thoſe who enter into it. If 
they remember their Obligation, and ſtudy their Duty, the 
ſhall be bappy ; but otherwiſe, both Shame and Miſery will 
attend them, There are indeed many unhappy Marriages in 
the World ; there are very many rendred miſcrable-by com- 
ing into this State of Life, but it is their own Fault, ſe 
they engag'd unadviſedly, nor mind what ſuch Engagements 
require of them. They run into this ſtare for ſome preſent 
SatisfaQtion or Advantage; and having got that, they be- 
come uneaſie with the pag Tic. They do not confi- 
der the Neceflity of yielding to one another; bur: as before, 
they continue altogether Selfiſh and Humourſom, craving to 
be pleaſed, bur are at na pains to pleaſe thoſe they are join- 
ed with. Such were mad to marry ; and by marrying, they 
| have entail'd both Guilt and Miſery on themſelves for Life. 
The Mxzn or Woman that marries, muſt refolve to deny 
rhemſelves, to pur off at leaſt ſomething of their own Hu- 
mour, and to put on a ready Complaifance with others; - 
otherwiſe they can never be happy : They muſt refolve by 
all means to ſeek to pleaſe and gratifie, tho with ſome re- | 
ſtraint on their no x laclinations and Conſtitutions, Nor 
on this Account ſhould marriage be reckon'd a Slavery ; for 
this is no more than what common Converſation, and the en- 
g«ging into any Society oblige one to : He ſhould be debar- 
red all Company, and excluded a]l Society, that requires 
every body to humour and yield ro him, without ſuitable re- | 
turns ; they do not underſtand either Honour, Liberty, or | 
reaſonable SatisfaQtion, who are uneaſie with the Obligation | 
of pleaſing and graufying others. Certainly a Noble Soul 
and a generous Mind, will take more Celight in the Occa- 
fGons and Opportunities of doing a Pleaſure to others, than in 
the Services paid to themſelves, Man and Wife may reaſoa 
rogether, but ſhould never ſcold and rail, nor uſe contemp» 
tuous Speeches. Perſons have often occaſion of being angry 
with themſelves, and ſo there may happen juſt Occaſions for 
; | both 
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both Mai atid Wife their LT fome difpleafure with each 

other ; but it can never be juſt to do ir, tothe breach of Peace 
and Love, They mult not divide and quarrel, however 
they. thay reaſon, except in caſes where true Honour, Con- 
ſcience; Religion, and the Cauſe of God tlo interpoſe, God - 
muſt be plesſed above all, He muſt be preterr'd ro Husband 
or Wife ;- but if nothing be requir'd which diſpleaſeth God, 
any thing ſhould be done, rather than fuffer a Breach ; fot 
bertet any Inconveniente than that. Husband and Wife 
ſhould eadeavour all that is poſſible ro make one another eafie, 
by mutual pleaſing : This is both their Duty and their In- 
tereſt; fot it is one end of the Inſtitution, They are neithet 
wiſe tor virtuous, who contend and jar for ſmall and trivial 
Things, 'and commonly the Ruprures betwixt married Per- 
ſons, are only fot ſich Things : For the generality of Mai- 
kind let their Paflions maſter their Reafon, and are ſo fools 
iſhly fohd bf their Humours,. as for them to quit theit Inte+ 
reſt, There is a molt remarkable Inſtance ot this ip the Hi- 
ſtory of Pers ; which ſhews the exttavagancy ayd miſchief of 
Humour and Paſſion, when not curbed, There was one 
by the misfortune of Shipwreck caſt upon a barren deſolate 
Rock, where there was neither Man nor Beaſt, nor ſheker 
againſt Wind or Weather: In this miſerable place he'lived 
two Years; and theri Providence ſent thither in the like man- 
ner another. The Comfott of « Companion was certainly 
moſt valuable, and the only mitigation of that miſerable 
Condition. If they had onited heartily, there might be ſome 
abarement of ir ; but they ſoon quarrel'd for ſome ſmall mar- 
ter, "and their Difference grew to that height, chat they. part- 
ed, and ived at the diſtance of the Rock from one another z 
neither, for the ſpace of Seven Years, if I can temembet 
right, ſpoke together, of ſaw one another : So, out-of croff- 
nes of Humour, they derpived themſelves of the Comfort 
and Advantage which Converſation and murual Concurrence 
and Afiſtance might have given* This is a Parallel of that 
Man and: Woman, who thtough Providence are tied for Life 
by the Bond of marrrage, but fo hitle wiſe for themſelves, 
that 
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that rather than forego their peeviſh and pettiſh Humours ; 
they chuſe to throw up their Comforts, and to make their 
Condition more miſerable. 

As the ſtudying to pleaſe tothe utmoſt is incumbent on mar- 
ried Perſons, fo for this Cauſe Love is required and abſolute- 
ly neceflary, It is hard to ſtudy to pleaſe thoſe who are not 
well liked. Where there is Love, there is a forwardneſs ts 
pleaſe ; but if Love be wanting, it 1s ſhifred or awkardly 
pertorn''d; therefore they who enter a married State ſhould 
be brought into it by Love. Love ſhould be the principal 
motive that brings them together ; and while they are toge- 

ether, it ſhould be their Care to cultivate and improve it, 
f Love be wanting, they will be a grief and a burden to 
each other ; but if Love abound, they have all Joy and Con- 
tentment, Where there 1s Love, they part with Reluctancy, 
and mect with Pleaſure; their Hearts burn with Defires when 
abſent, and if preſent they live joytully rogether, as Solomon 
injoins. Love will keep the Woman from gadding Abroad, 
and *twill make the Man impatient ro come home. St. Paul 
faith, That Love 3s the fulfilling of the Law, concerning our 
Neighbour ; and fo it may be ſaid of the Duties of Marriage. 
Love both teaches them, and promprs to the Obſervance of 
them: For all rhat is injoin'd Husband and Wite, are only 
proper Expreſſions and Declarations of true Love. He thar 
loveth his Wife, will be far from abuſing her, or treating 
her roughly ; he will honour her himſelf, and endeavour to 
have her honourY by others : He will deal tenderly by her, 
and cheriſh her to the utmoſt of his power ; he will not deny 
her the SatisfaCtions that are. reaſonable and in his power, 
but will be active and induſtrious to provide for her. And if 
the Man do this, the Woman muſt be unnatural, if ſhe be 
not gained by ir. The Wife muſt love roo; and if ſhe love, 
nothing injoined will be grievous, Obedience which ſounds ſo 
hard and ſo harſh to ſelt-willed aad unthinking Woman, will 
not be unpleaſant to her that loves : For Love is obſequious 
and obſervant, and 13 glad of the Occations and Opportunities 
of teſtifying ir. The Obedience of the Wite is indiſpenſible ; 
but 


but if there be Love, ic will bo. +. complain'd of: By exa&- 
ing Obedience, the Wife is not ſo hardly dealt with ; for it is 

r ro obey than to command aright, and the Praiſe of Obe- 
dience may;be due, where there is no Honour in Commanding. 
It is an expreſs and often repeated Command of God, that the 
Woman be obedient, and it becomes herto be fo, even where 
the Man does not perſonally deſerveit ; and then fhe (hews 
her regard for God, which is her Praiſe; and for which ſhe 
ſhall be furely rewarded. 

Finally : To enſure and compleat the Happineſs of a mar- 
ried Stare, both Husband and Wife muſt with all care mind 
Religion, and keep up the Fear of God between them. This 
1s the ſureſt way to prevent Miſcarriages; to ſecure againſt 
all Ruptures, and' ro engage co the right and ſerious perfor- 
mance of all Things proper and neceflary, to promote the 
Peace and Happineſs of this State. Religion makes all Things 
ſure it ties the Knot harder, and makes both willing to bear 
the Yoke, If the true Fear of God poſleſs the Heart of 
Man and Wife, neither of them ſhall go altray, nor be liable 
to the Rack of Jealouſie : No unealte Suſpicions ſhall diſturb 
their Breaſts, They will not provoke, but cheriſh one an- 
other. They will be ſt»dious to pleaſe when out of Sight, as 
well as in it; and whether abſent or preſent, will be zqually 
Faithful. Where the true Feor of God 1s, there will be no 
occaſion for Exhortations and Perſuaſions, for each will be 
forward to all Duty. If Perſons underſtood it, true Piery 
has the greateſt Charms, nor do they fade with Age. And 
the greateſt Contentment ay be expected from a Religious 
Husband, and a Pious Wite, 'Fhis is more to be valued, 
than all thoſe Things which are now the common Motives 
to Marriage. Thus is berter than Houſes or Poſlefſions, than 
Bags of Money, or Tuns of Gold. Favour, faith Solomon, « 
deceitful, and Beauty w wain ; but a Woman that feareth the 
Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed, Prov. xxxi. 30. Behides, the Fear of 
God bringeth his Blefling, which contributes more to Peace 
and Happinefs, than all our own Endeavours, or any outward 


or viible Means. Except the Lord build the Honfe, they labour 
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in vain that build it, And as He buildeth the Houſe, fo He 
maketh them that are init to be of one Mind. All Bieflings are 
promiſed ro them that fear the Lord, and particularly thoſe of 
a married State, as you may (ee Pſal. cxxxi. Thus I bave 
run through the Chief Things incumbent oa Man and Wife, 
that they may reap the Good and Comfort of a married State, 

ay God that all concern'd may remember, conlider and ob- 
ſerve theſe Things, which would make the Church Glorious, 
the State Proſperous, and increaſe the Peace of Families : 
This would make the preſent Generation happy, and would 
draw down and entail a Bleſſing on Poſterity. 


Now unto God, who is the Autbor of all Good, the Father, 
Som and Holy Ghoſt, be all Glory, Honour and Praiſe, 
now and for ever. Armen. 


FINTIS. 


